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[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Term Paper Assignment Details
Overview of Assignment: The final term paper is intended to give students an opportunity to engage more deeply with an ethical issue or topic of their choice, as well as to explore a relevant ethical theory in more detail. It is meant to be a piece of polished writing that is developed over time. There are a few different ways that you may go about the assignment. You may choose to compare two different ethical theories in relation to a single topic, problem or question, or you may choose to do an in-depth analysis of a single ethical theory in relation to an topic, problem, or question. How does that theory give us tools for thinking about this question or problem? What are its benefits or limitations? What questions does it help us answer and which does it leave open?

A successful paper will demonstrate serious and thoughtful engagement with an problem in health care broadly construed. It will first develop a balanced and accurate description of the stakes of this problem, and argue why it is ethical. It will then develop a response using the language of a particular ethical theory or comparing two different ethical theories. 

Research: There is a research component to the final term paper. As a minimum requirement, you must include at least 3 additional sources to assigned class readings. At least one of these should be further reading in the ethical theory or theories you are focusing on. The other sources should be related to the issue or topic to which you are applying the theory. Once you hand in your topic proposal (Nov. 21), I will make every effort to point you towards relevant and appropriate sources or readings, especially with regard to the theory. These are minimum requirements, and you are certainly welcome to do more research if you find it useful. 
   
Mechanics and formatting: Papers should be around 8-10 pages (roughly 2000 – 2500 words). They should be 12 pt. font, and double-spaced with standard 1 inch margins.

For citation, include the author name and page number in parentheses. Full bibliographical information following MLA style should be included in either a footnote or a Works Cited section at the end. (For information about MLA style, see: https://style.mla.org/.)

Title pages are not necessary. 

Time-table: The quality of your paper will be better the more time, care, and thought you put into it. While we still have several weeks of new material to cover, the following loose time-table can help you begin to think about your paper.
 
Before the mid-term: Think about what topic you are interested in writing about. It might be a good idea to link this up to a general interest, something that you are studying in other courses, or some issue that you have faced in your training or practice. It need not be one of the specific topics we focus on in class, but you must be able to explain why it is an ethical issue and relate it to ethical theory in some way. Think about why the topic is ethical, or what are the ethical issues involved in it.

By mid-November: Choose which ethical theory or theories are most useful or important for thinking about your topic. Brainstorm ideas about how to further explore this relationship. What more do you need to know about both the topic or issue and the theory in question?
By Nov. 21: Have a proposal written. In the proposal, identify your topic, the main theory or theories you will use, and what you need to know or learn in order to write the paper. 

Tips: 
1. Choose a topic that you are interested in. You can write about any topic in health care, broadly understood, that you are able to explain as ethical. Part of your paper will be explaining why it is an ethical problem, using the concepts we have discussed in class. 
2. Be careful about being overly broad or general. Philosophical thought improves if we are able to be as precise and specific as possible.
3. Budget your time. 
4. Proofread! Excessive typos and spelling errors will detract from your grade. 
5. Put things in your own words. Do not use lengthy citations to explain a complicated idea; rather, summarize the idea in your own language and use brief citations as support or evidence. 
6. Make sure that your paper has a thesis. 
7. Do not assume that your paper has to be fully conclusive. Philosophy is often about clearly articulating questions and thinking about why those questions are difficult. Making a theory or topic easier than it really is in order to have a conclusive thesis is not the goal.  

Deadline: There are three relevant deadlines for the final term paper. 

The first deadline is Tuesday Nov. 21 by 12 midnight. You will be submitting a maximum one page description of your topic and plan of argument. This document should clearly show what theory you will engage with and in relation to what topic. It need not have a conclusive thesis or outline, but should give a sense of the plan for your paper. 

The second deadline is Wednesday Nov. 29. On this day, each student will meet with me for a brief conference on the paper. Students should plan to have some working document that has shown progress since the topic statement. This may be a more developed outline or even a rough draft at some stage, though a rough draft is not required. 

The final deadline is Wednesday Dec. 6 at 5 p.m. for the final draft of the paper. Papers will be handed in both electronically via Canvas and as hard copies to the Philosophy department in Casey Hall. 

Assessment Rubric:
These factors will be considered in assessing the papers:

-Relevance of topic and ethical theory. Have you chosen a topic and theory that make sense in relation to one another? Is there a theory that might have been more helpful? Have you fully explained why the issue is ethical and what its ethical questions are?
-Clarity of writing style: do you use clear and grammatically correct sentences? Are abstract ideas adequately explained?
-Clarity of thesis: Is there a clearly stated and well defended thesis?
-Organization of paper: is there a coherent order to the paper? Does it follow a clearly articulated over-all thesis? Do paragraphs have logical transitions between each other?
-Depth of thought and reasoning: Does your basic argument make sense? Have you thought deeply about the ideas and topics, both critically and reflectively? Have you considered possible criticisms and implications? Do you respond to possible objections or counter-arguments?
-Research: have you authentically engaged in learning more about the theory and topic in question. Do you have at least three additional sources? Are your citations in correct MLA style?

Bonus:
-Originality and Insight: This category is a bonus and it can only help you. I will not mark papers down if they don’t achieve particular merit in these areas, but if the paper does display originality or insight it will improve the over-all assessment. 
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